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SUBJECT: FATHER SINNOT ORDERED TO LEAVE KOREA 

1. MARYKNOLL FATHER JAMES SINNOT WAS DIRECTED TO 
APPEAR APRIL 25 AT INCHON IMMIGRATION OFFICE, WHERE 
HE WAS INFORMED THAT HIS RESIDENCE PERMIT COULD NOT 
BE EXTENDED AND THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO LEAVE KOREA BY 
APRIL 30. 

2. IN PRESENCE OF CONSULAR OFFICER, INCHON IMMIGRATION 
OFFICE CHIEF INFORMED FATHER THAT AUTHORITY TO REFUSE 
RENEWAL OF RESIDENCE PERMIT WAS BASED ON PRESIDENTIAL 
DECREE ON EXIT AND ENTRANCE, ARTICLE 23, PARA 4. (WHICH 
ESSENTIALLY STATES THAT DEPARTURE FROM KOREA MUST TAKE 
PLACE WITHIN 14 DAYS OF REFUSAL TO EXTEND RESIDENCE 
PERMIT). IMMIGRATION OFFICER SAID RIGHT OF APPEAL 

WAS NOT APPLICABLE SINCE FATHER SINNOTT'S RESIDENCE PERMIT 
WOULD EXPIRE BY DEPARTURE DATE (CITED ARTICLE MAKES NO PROVISION FOR 
APPEAL). NO REASONS WERE STATED FOR REFUSAL TO EXTEND PERMIT. 
HOWEVER, IMMIGRATION CHIEF SAID THAT FATHER COULD MAKE DIRECT 
PERSONAL APPEAL TO MINISTER OF JUSTICE PRIOR TO 
APRIL 30 DEADLINE. 

3. EARLIER IN AFTERNOON, BEFORE NOTIFICATION TO SINNOTT, 

AMBASSADOR SPOKE TO FONMIN, WARNING AGAIN OF ADVERSE 
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FONMIN WAS AT THAT TIME UNAWARE OF ACTION AGAINST 
SINNOTT AND SEEMED IMPRESSED BY ARGUMENTATION. 

4. AFTER BEING INFORMED OF ACTION, AMBASSADOR. AT 
SINNOTT'S REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE. SPOKE TO PRIMIN’S 
OFFICE AND TO FONMIN. PRIMIN ASKED AMBASSADOR TO 
ASCERTAIN IF SINNOTT WOULD PROVIDE STATEMENT 
"PLEDGING NOT VIOLATE KOREAN LAWS," IMPLYING STATEMENT 
COULD RESULT IN REVERSAL OF DECISION. FONMIN 
CONFIRMED ABOVE, BUT MADE NO FIRM COMMITMENT. 

5. WE ARE TRANSMITTING QUESTION TO SINNOTT, MAKING 
Cl .EAR DECISION RESTS ENTIRELY WITH HIM AND THAT WE 
NORMALLY URGE US CITIZENS TO OBEY LOCAL LAWS. 

6. RADIO NEWS EVENING OF APRIL 25 CARRYING STORY THAT 
SINNOTT ORDERED TO LEAVE KOREA BY APRIL 30. 

7. SINCE AT THIS STAGE ANY CONFIRMATION BY 
EMBASSY OF DEPARTURE ORDER MIGHT TEND TO MAKE 
REVERSAL MORE DIFFICULT, WE INTEND TO RESPOND TO 
PRESS INQUIRIES BY SAYING WE AWARE OF REPORTS ON 
SINNOTT BUT HAVE NO COMMENT.SNEIDER 
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